July 6, 2009

Member of Congress Contact Info
Dear X:

As a {put your role here - manufacturer, retailer, designer, consumer, etc.} who wants to preserve unique handmade toys, clothes, and children's goods in the USA, I urge you to request that the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) issue a stay of enforcement for tracking labels required under the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA).

The CPSIA has a tracking labeling requirement that is scheduled to take effect on August 14. However, the CPSC has issued almost no guidance as to how small and micro enterprises can effectively meet this requirement.

Batch labeling applies well to mass-produced plastic toys but is nearly impossible for many small manufacturers to comply with (especially ones using natural materials). Additionally, many small and micro-enterprises create unique or limited run items, creating individual labels for such small batches is cost prohibitive.  These businesses are overwhelmed by the prospect of implementing this piece of the CPSIA and without proper guidance from the CPSC, it is unclear as to they will comply and stay in business. 

The timing of this situation could not be worse. Complying with the many aspects of the CPSIA is creating a unique stress and economic burden for small businesses while they struggle with the most dramatic economic downturn since the Great Depression.

On May 13, 2009, Commissioners Moore and Nord issued a split decision regarding a request for a stay of enforcement on tracking labels. Since then, the CPSC has a new chair – Chair Inez Tenenbaum.  As such, revisiting this vote and requesting a vote from the Chair in favor of the stay of enforcement is appropriate and critically needed.

A delay in enforcement will allow the CPSC the time to properly implement the labeling requirement of the CPSIA in a manner that does not force thousands of ethical small businesses out of business.
Given the upcoming August 14th deadline, your quick action to help small businesses across the country is very much appreciated.  Please request that the CPSC delay the labeling enforcement today. I thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

You

Your contact info

